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DIVISION 45:  HERITAGE COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - 
Supplementary Information No B6 

Question:  Mr Edwards asked:  Has a management plan and/or a conservation plan been developed for the 
Cossack townsite? 

Answer:  There has been a number of conservation and management plans prepared for Cossack over the last 16 
years.  The most important current documents are: 
Cossack: A Policy for its Conservation. Heritage Council of WA, Perth, 1996 
Historic Town of Cossack Sustainable Management Study, 2001 and Beyond.  Peter Farr Consultants 
Australasia Ltd, for the Cossack Steering Committee, 2001. 
The former document is a guide to protecting the heritage significance of Cossack and its buildings. 
The latter document makes recommendations for establishing a self-sustaining management regime at Cossack 
based on tourism and the potential for an increased resident population.   It was commissioned by the Cossack 
Steering Committee, which is funded and chaired by the Heritage Council.  The Committee included 
membership from a number of organisations: the Roebourne Shire, Department of Land Administration, 
LandCorp, WA Tourism Commission, Pilbara Development Commission and the National Trust.   
The Farr Report is not representative of official Government policy, and serves only as a guide for planning 
improvements at Cossack.  Nevertheless, the Shire of Roebourne has committed itself to investing $1.3 million 
in Cossack on the basis of the concepts in the report, subject to matching contributions from other sources being 
made. 
The Shire has this year submitted large funding assistance applications to the Regional Development Scheme 
and the Commonwealth’s Regional Solutions Program. 
In the meantime, the State Government has budgeted for (through the Heritage Council) 50% of the present 
running costs at Cossack to assist the Shire of Roebourne, from July 2002. 
A copy of both the above documents is attached.  [Documents held by Committee.] 
Supplementary Information No B7 
Question:  Mr McRae, the member for Riverton asked:  Is the old Riverton Bridge in my electorate of Riverton 
included on the state Register of Heritage Places; and if not, does the minister know whether it has been 
nominated for inclusion? 
Answer:  Riverton Bridge crosses the Canning River and is 400m upstream from Shelley Bridge on Leach 
Highway, Riverton. 

The bridge, built in 1954, is 323ft (108m) long with a 22ft (7m) wide roadway and 4ft 2ins (1.3m) walkway and 
is now used for local traffic only.  It replaces the original bridge being built in 1910/11. 

The Riverton Bridge is part of the City of Canning's Municipal Inventory adopted on 8 August 1995 with a 
management category of a High level of protection - to include that bridge in the Town Planning Scheme. 

The bridge has not been referred to the Heritage Council for consideration for entry in the State Register of 
Heritage Places. 
 


